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As a technician and hobby hacker I love my tools and I have a pretty big collection from different countries. But since I was born in Germany, I naturally have positive prejudices about tools that come from my country. For example, as a child I grew up with my grandparents and came into contact with professional tools at a very early age. My grandfather was a farmer, my grandmother a master tailor, and my mother a blacksmith. Even as a child, I was expected to handle tools properly. So I also internalized the brands that my relatives or mentors used. 

Prebena is a typical German hand tacker, which I had always used. With it you can staple anything, such as canvas on a wooden frame of leather when you repair your chair. Grandma always used this stapler in her little work shop, where she sometimes came up with her own ideas that had nothing to do with jackets, pants and shirts. I would sit under her work table for hours and staple little leftover scraps of fabric onto a wooden board. The company that makes this hand stapler is a small medium-sized company, like most in Germany that make tools.

I learned from my grandfather how to use a wood chisel without cutting my finger. I've tried a good dozen other brands but always come back to my grandfather's Kirschen chisels. Unfortunately, tools from Germany are also quite expensive, but they have a really long shelf life. For example, I have Knipex pliers that I use for my electrical engineering projects and they are a lot sturdier than their Asian siblings. With a higher age I am anyway switched to more expensive tools. Of course, the look and feel must also be right, but if a pair of pliers breaks after three months and I always have to buy something new, I save nothing in the end. If you buy cheap, you buy twice.

From my mother I got on the way how to use a scriber and a R90150415. Steel is one of my favorite materials because it is hard and soft at the same time. Most of the tools mother had used were pliers she had forged herself, only for other locksmith work that she occasionally did outside the home and was not actually part of her job, she used purchased tools. Later, when she trained as a technical draftswoman, she used only Rotring drawing tools, which I later adopted from her as an adolescent.

What sounds like *German tool propaganda* here is only a very small part of my experience with tools from all over the world. For example, I only use Kapton Tape from France, Tamiya Masking Tape from Taiwan or Japanese wood saws, because they have a better quality. This also makes my commissioned work expensive, but I am happy to forego speed if a customer has a long-lasting object, which in the best case never needs to be repaired. It should just work like a good tool.

Unfortunately, there is a disadvantage with regional quality tools. These are in most cases already expensive in the home country, but often unaffordable abroad and also very difficult to get. For example, I would learn more about and buy traditional American tools, but then still shy away from the price of some products. Maybe I should rethink my priorities at this point in the future.

How is it actually with you? Are there certain and good tools in your home country that almost everyone uses or knows the brands? I'm always happy to learn something new, away from the professional forums and offers, because good tools and this tip I learned from my grandparents, is almost always recommended by a tool owner who has had good experience with it and even the recizionen on Amazon can rarely be believed.